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Campaign Community Coordinator       
Georgia Campaign for Adolescent Power & Potential (G-CAPP) 
2001-2003 
● Served as financial steward for a budget of $350,000 / year. 
● Led team of 25 in implementing 10 community-based programs including teen parenting 

courses for males and females, free afterschool programs, and job skills workshops.   
● Built relationships with key legislators and community members to inform them of 

organizational policy positions.   
 

Social Policy Analyst        
Georgia Campaign for Adolescent Power & Potential (G-CAPP) 
1999 - 2001 
● Created annual legislative agenda and informed state legislators and stakeholders about our 

positions through legislative visits, community events, creation of policy briefs and fact 
sheets. 

● Analyzed policy alternatives to support the organizational mission of offering a holistic 
approach to youth and family health and wellness. 

● Maintained collaborative relationships with state legislators, parents and community 
leaders through creation of the Advocacy Network.  Focused on implementing effective 
practices for children, youth and family services. 

 
CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Primary Investigator: Revolutionary Leadership: Social justice movement building at the East 
Bay Meditation Center 

 St. Mary’s College of CA – Politics Department 
 May 2021 – Present   

● The project explores the teaching and dissemination of mindfulness practices among social 
justice activists of color.  I investigate the ways that mindfulness may benefit both the 
activists and the social justice movements they affiliate with through a study of the Practice 
in Transformative Action (PiTA) program, which is offered through the East Bay Meditation 
Center in Oakland, CA.   

 
Primary Investigator: The Pedagogy of Political Mobilization 
St. Mary’s College of CA – Politics Department 
Nov. 2020 – Present  

● The project analyzes course assignments and student reflections from multiple politics 
courses to explore the possibilities for facilitating 
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● Ahmed, Zahra.  2012.  “A Step in the Right Direction.” Review of American Government in 
Black and White by Paula McClain and Steven Tauber.  In Charting the Range of Black 
Politics, David Covin and Michael Mitchell, editors.  Transaction Publishers. 

● Ahmed, Zahra.  2011.  “A New Perspective on Interest Group Politics.”  Review of Affirmative 
Advocacy: Race, Class, and Gender in Interest Group Politics, by Dara Strolovich.  In Black 
Politics in a Time of Transition, Michael Mitchell and David Covin, editors. Transaction 
Publishers.  

● Ahmed, Zahra.  2010. “Strengthening Democracy through Service Learning”.  Joint Education 
Project Newsletter, University of Southern California, Fall, 2010. 

● Ahmed, Zahra, Liz Hutter, Julie Plaut.  2008.  “Reflection in Higher Education Service 
Learning”. Scotts Valley, CA: Learn and Serve America’s National Service-Learning 
Clearinghouse, 2005/2008. 
http://www.servicelearning.org/instant_info/fact_sheets/he_facts/he_reflection/index.php 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

• “Leading from the inside out: Exploring contemplative practices among social justice 
activists of color”.  National Conference of Black Political Scientists Annual Conference.  
March, 2020.  Atlanta, GA.  

• “Speaking Social Justice into Existence: a study of Practice in Transformative Action”.  
Western Political Science Association Annual Conference.  April, 2020.  Los Angeles, CA. 

• “Offering and Allowing: An agenda for political science educators in a time of pseudo-
populism”. Joint Intern
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• “Pedagogy of Political Mobilization: Practicing Politics in an Intro to American Government 
Course”. National Conference of Black Political Scientists.  March 2017.  Atlanta, GA. 

• “Engaging Communities by Practicing Politics: an exploration of an Intro to American 
Government Course”.  Experiential Learning Praxis Conference.  University of California, San 
Diego.  March 2016.  San Diego, CA. 

• “Supporting Students Through Peer Mentoring: Four Program Models That Work”.  
Association of International Educators Annual Conference.  May 2015.  Boston, MA. 

•  “Global Engagement: A value added to traditional civic and community engagement 
programs”.  Continuums of Service Annual Conference.  April 2015.  Long Beach, CA. 

•  “Service Learning for Social Justice: The creation of the Engaged Student Leaders Program 
at UCI.” University of California, San Diego Experiential Learning Conference.  January 2014. 
San Diego, CA. 

•  “Building Community through Critical Pedagogy”. University of Denver Pedagogy of 
Privilege Conference.  June 2009.  Denver, CO. 

• “Underprepared, Underrepresented, and At-Risk: Education, Cultural Alienation, and their 
Impact on Students of Color”.  National Conference of Black Political Scientists.  March 2009.  
Houston, TX. 

• “Values and Visions of Democratic Citizenship: Exploring Democratic Values Within Service 
Learning Practice”.   American Political Science Association – Teaching and Learning 
Conference.  February 2009.  Baltimore, MD. 

• Chair: The Methods Café - Western Political Science Association.  March 2008.  San Diego, 
CA. 

• “Investigating Civic Engagement and Political Participation among California Colleges and 
Universities”.  Carnegie Academy for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Institute.  
June 2007. 

• “The Politics of Engagement: Locating the Citizen and the State in Civic Engagement Policy”.  
Western Political Science Association.  March  2007.   

• “From the Classroom to the Community: Reconsidering Service-learning in a Critical 
Pedagogical Context”.  American Political Science Association.  Sept. 2006. Philadelphia, PA. 

• 
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• 2010 - Research Fellowship - Center for the Study of Latinos in a Global Society  
• 2010 - Graduate Dean’s Dissertation Fellowship  
• 2009 - 


